
REL 

So far ns ferviCfe imports duty and fubjeclion, all created 
beings bear the neccflary relation of fervants to God. South, 
Our iicceffiuy relations to a family, oblige all to ufc their 
reafoning powers upon a thousand occafiorts. Watts. 

2 * Refpecl ; reference; regard. 

I have been importuned to make feme oblervations on this 
art, in relation to its agreement with poetry. Dry dsn. 

Relation confiits in the coiiteration and comparing one 
idea with another, .Locke, 

3* Connexion between one thing and another. 

Augurs, that understand relations, have 
By magpies, choughs and rooks brought forth 
T he fecrefft inan of blood. Shakfp. Macbeth* 

4. Kindred; alliance of kin. 

Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of fathers, fon and brother firtl were known, Milton . 

Be kindred and relation laid ahde, 

* And honour’s caufe by laws of honour try'd, Dryden, 
Are wc not to pity and fuppiy the poor, though they have 
no relation to us ? no relation ? that cannot be ; the gofpel 
Riles them all our brethren; nay, they have a nearer relation 
to us, our fellow'-members ; and both thefe from their rela¬ 
tion to our Saviour himfelf, who calls them his brethren. Spr at* 

5. Per Ion related by birth or marriage; kin (man ; kinfwoman, 

A thc-epufm, of a good family and fmall fortune, palled 
months among all her relations* Swift* 

Dependants, friends, relations, 

Savag'd bj woe, forget the tender tie. Tlmnfm, 

fr. Narrative; sale ; account ; narration ; recital of fa£ls. 

In an hiiioiical relation 7 we ule terms chat are mod 
proper. Burnet's Theory of tbs Earth, 

The author of a juft fable, mull pleaie more than the 
writer of an hillorical relutrn. Dennis's Letters . 

Relative, my. [rdathms, Lat. nlatf^i r,] 

1. Having relation; refpetfting- 

Not only fknple ideas and febltences, but modes are poll- 
live beings ; though the parts of which they conilft, are very 
often 1 dative one to another. Locke, 

2 * Confidercd not abfolutely, but as belonging to, or re Ip citing 
fume thing tile. 

'I'he fcclefialtical, as well as the civil govemour, has 
caufe to purfue the fame methods ut con fuming him lb If ; the 
grounds of government being founded upon the fame bottom 
tif nature in both, though the circmnftanccs and relative con- 
fid cratLGjps of the perfons may differ. South. 

Every thing fuftains both an abiolute and a relative capa¬ 
city : an ablolute, as it is fuch a thing, endued with fuch a 
nature ; and a relative, as it is a part ot the univerfe, and fo 
frauds In fuch relation to the whole. South. 

Wholdbme and unwhokfume are relative, not real qua¬ 
il *:,, c Arbnlbmt on Aliments, 
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3. Particular ; pofttivc; dole in connection. Not in uic. 

I'll have grounds 

!\ lore r rfa(&c than this. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Relative. nff 
Relation ; kttifman. 

J ’l'is an evil dutifulnefi in frienda and relatives, to itifter one 

to penfe without reprooL Taylor* 

2. Pronoun aniwering to an antecedent. 

Lx ;;m the risrht jobbing oi iubilauuv es with adjectives, and 
the relative with the antecedent- Afchant 1 bchoolmajler, 

3. Somewhat rtipc£tuig fomething cl lb. . . 

When the mind lo eoniicicrs one tiling, that it fets it by 
another, ami carries its view from one to the other, this is 
relation and relied ; and the denominations .given to politivc 
things, 'intimating that refpcct, arc relatives. Locke. 

Rt la'i 1 vEi-V. adv. [from relative.] As it rclpccts fomething 

elfe; not abfohttely. ... , ... ,, . 

All thole things, that feem lo toe! aod mi agree able 111 na¬ 
ture, are not really fo in themfelves, but only relatively. More. 

Thd'e being the greateft good or the greateft evil, cither 
abfolutely fo in themftlvcs, or relatively lb tons ; it is Jore- 

fore good to be -zealmitly afl'ected for the one againft the 
, 0 ' Sprat, 

rfvf rj m ■* 

Confuler the abfolute afteriUons of any being as it is in it- 
fdr, before yon confuler it relatively, or 1'urvey the various 

relations in which it hands to other beings- " aU: ' 

Rr/i .ATivENtss. n.f [from relative.', i lie Hate ot having 

relation. 

To RELA'X. v, a* [rdaxo, Lat,] 

1. To flaeken ; to make lefe tente. 

The fmews, when the fouthern wind blowetli, aremoie 
rt/f( V Bacon's Natural Hijhry. 

2« 'I'o remit; to make lefs fevere or rigorous. 

The ftatute of mortmain was at leverai times refoxec y 

the legiflatyre. 6 wl J f ' 

■>. Tq make lefs attentive or laborious. . , ..... 

Nor praife relax> nor difficulty iright. Vanity of ll tjbtu 

4 . To cafe; to divert. 

c. To open; to loofe. mr.u** 

5 It ferv’d not to relax their ferried files. M.lton. 

To Rfi-ax. v. n. To be mildi to be reimfs 1 to be not 
rigorous. 
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If In feme regards file chofc 
To curb poor PauJo in too clofe; 

In others fee nkxd again, 

And govern'd with a loofer rein. 

Rel ax action, n, j* [ relaxation, b r, rdmwtio, Lat. ] 

1. Diminution of tenfion; the atft of Ioofening* 

Cold fweats are many times mortal; fer that they come by 
a relaxation or forfaking ot the fpirits. Bacon, 

Many, who live healthy in a dry air, fall into all the dif- 
eafes that depend upon relaxation in a moift one. Jrbuthnot, 

2. Ceflation of reftraint. 

The fea is not higher than the land, as feme imagined the 
fea flood upon heap higher than the fhore ; and at the deluge 
a relaxation being made, it overflow'd the land, Burnet, 

3. Remifltan ; abatement of rigour. 

They childifhly granted, by common confent of their whole 
fenate, under their town fcal, a relaxation to one Bertdier, 
whom the elderfhip had excommunicated. Hooker. 

T he relaxation of the ftatute of mortmain, is one of the 
reafons which gives the bifeop terrible apprehenfiom of po¬ 
pery coming on us, Swft. 

4. Remiffionof attention or application. 

As God has not fo devoted our bodies to toil, but that he 
allows us feme recreation ; lb doubtlefs he indulges the fame 
relaxation to our minds. Government of the Tongue* 

There would be no bufmefs in folitude, nor proper relax¬ 
ations in bufmefs. Addifon s Freeholder. 

Re laV. n.f [rdah, Fr.] Horfes on the road to relieve others 
To Relea se, v . a. [rdafdhr, nhxer, Fr.] 

1. To fet free from confinement or fervitude, 

Pilate faid, whom will ye that I rdeaje unto you r Mat, 
You releas'd his courage, and fet free 
A valour fatal to the enemy, Drjdm, 

Why fhould a reafonable man put it into the power of for¬ 
tune to make him miferable, when his anceftors have taken 
care to rdeaje him from her ? Diyd&u 

2. I'o fet free from pain. 

3. To free from obligation. 

Too fecure, becaufe from death releas'd fome days. MllU 

4* To quit > to let go. 

He had been bate, had he releas'd his right, 

For fuch an empire none but kings fliottld fight. Drydtn,, 

5. To relax ; to flacken. Not in ule. 

It may not feem hard, if in cafes of ncccfJity certain pro¬ 
fitable ordinances ibmeumes be releafed, rather than all men 
always ftri&ly bound to the general rigor thereof, Bohr, 
Release, n,f [rdfehe, Fr. from the verb,] 

1. Difeiiffion from confinement, fervitude or pain, 

O fatal fcarch ! in which the laboring mind, 

Still prdVd with weight of woe, ftill hopes to find 
A feadowof delight, a dream of peace, 

From years of pain, otic momerit of nltafe. Pnor. 

2. Relaxation of a penalty, 

3. Remiftion of a claim. 

The king made a great fcaft, and made a releafe to the 
provinces, and gave gifts. Efh. ti. 18, 

The king would not have one penny abated, of what had 
been granted by parliament; bccaulc it might encourage other 
countries to pray the hke rdeaje or mitigation. uaccti. 

4* Acquittance from a debt iigncd by the creditor. 

Co ReTegate, v. a, [r deg tier 7 Fr. rekgo, Lat.] To bamlh; 

RelegA / T ioN. «./ [relegation y Fr. rdegatio, Lat,] hxdej 
judicial baniftiment. 

According to the civil law, the extraordinary punt lament 
of adultery was deportation or relegation, Ayhf e* 

To RELE'NT. v. //. [rakntir, Fr.] 
i # i 'o foften ; to grow lefs rigid or hard ; to give. 

In fome houfes, fweetmeats will relent more than in 

others. Bmn ’ 

' In that foft fea fon, when defending feowr^ 

Cal! forth the greens, and wake the rifmg flow’rs ; 

When opening buds falute the welcome day, 

And earth relenting feels the genial ray. 

2. To melt; to grow moift. 

Crows feem to call upon rain, which is but the comfort 

they feem to receive in the relenting of the air. Bacon* 

bait of tartar, brought to lufion, and placed in a cellar, 
will, in a few minutes, begin to relent, and have its fur face 
foftened by the imbibed moifture of the air, wherein it it e 

left long, it will totally be diilblved. 

All nature mourns, the fkies rdent in fhow rs, 

HuflFd are the birds, and clos'd the drooping flow Vs ; 

If Delia fmile, the flow’rs begin to fpring. 

The fkies to brighten, and the birds to hug. r * 

2, To grow lefs intcnle. g .. , ^ 

l have marked in you a relenting truly, and a Rack* g 

the main career, you had fo notably begun, an 

Pe The workmen let L-hfs cool by degrees in fahTth'vlifn 
fire, as they call their nealing heats, left it fcould ^ 

pieces by a violent facceeding of air. j Q 


T 


To foften in tamper; to 

Can you benoU 

riot once relent ? 


R E L 

t-row tender j to fee! compafiScn. 

Shihfp. Henry VI. 


mice. 


Milton* 


Pope. 


TfS’ben. Z .for, and dult-ey’J M 

To f lake the head, rtlmt, and *'0 1, 'V 1 t .{¥, 

To ebriftian interceftoig. bhahfy. • / 

Undoubtedly he wilt Meat, and turn 

From his difpkafurc. 

He fung, and hell contented 

To hear the poet's pray r ; 

Stern Pioipenne ?ii cnitd. 

And him back the ii.r. 

To RkLf/NT. V. a. . 

, To flaeken ; to remit. ( htoiere. 

Apace he Ihot, and yet he fled apace* 

And oftentimes he would relent his pace. 

That him bis foe more fiercely fhould purlue. Fa. ^ua . 

To I'oftcn ; to mollify- < Hilok-ie. 

Air hated earth, and water bated hre, 

Till love rdented their rebellious ire* 

Tin f'ktleSS. adj. [from relent 
R unmoved by kindnefs or tandernefs. 


2 . 


Spenf 


U,,| FW n fh!s ih’"avcnzing powV employs his darts; 
Xhus will perfiftj Tclcntlcfs in bh n c. 


Dry den. 
Prior, 
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ir ifcc fillers and huftands were of the houfholJ of fatjl, 

.hen cettainlv their ««l «*»«> 

this houftiold. t 

C ha fir relic! ! 

Honour’d on earth, and worthy of the love 
Of fuch a fpoufe, as now red ides above. 


Garth. 


Relik 
i. 


fl. f. | relief, l 1 r.j . . 

The prominence of a figure in Hone or metal j tnc feemnig 

prominence of a pi in ire. . , 

The figures of many ancient coins rife up w a much more 

beautiful ^relief than thole oh the modern j the face linking 
bv decrees in the fcvcral declenfions of the empire. Ml about 
Constantine's time, it lies almoft even with the furface ot t.ie 
t,i Adaifm on Ana cut Medals. 

* * j, m 

Not with fuch majefty, fucb bold relief. 

The forms auguft of kings, or conqu’nng chief, 

E’erfwell’d on marble, as in verfe have fpin’d. 

In polifh’d verfe, the manners and the mind. _ Pope. 
The recommendation of any thing, by the interpofitioa of 

fomething different. 

3. Alleviation of calamity ; mitigation of pain or torroW- 

Thoughts in my unquiet breaft are nfen. 

Tending to fome relief of our extremes. Muter.. 

4. That which frees from pain or forrow. _ 

So fhould we make our death a glad relief * . 

From future fhame. Dryden's Knight's t cm. 

Nor dar’d I to prefume, that prcfi.’d with grief. 

My flight fliould urge you to this dire relief ; , 

Stay, flay your fteps. Dry den s Mnc:s, 

5. Difiuiffion of u fentinel from his poll. 

For this relief, much thanks ; ftls bitter cold, 

And I am Tick at heart. Shakefp, Hamut* 

6* [Rdcvhm, law Lat.j Legal remedy of wrongs. 
Relie'vable. adj. [from relieve.'] Capable of rcihef. 

Neither can they, us to reparation, hold pica of things, 
wherein the party is rchevable by law* Hale. 

To RELIE'VE. [rdtvoy Lat* rdever, Fr.] 

I* To recommend by the interpo^tion of fdmethiiig diffitnuar- 

As the great lamp ot day. 

Through diff ’rent regions, docs his courfe pbrfue. 

And Laves one world but to revive a new ; 

While, by a pleafujg change, the queen of n iglit 
Relieves his lullrc with a milder Jiglit. Stepney, 

Since the inculcating precept upon precept will prove tire- 
fume, the poet mull not encumber his poem with too much 
bufinefs; but fometinies relieve the fubjeift with a moral re- 
fledlion* Addfms EJfay m the Georgkks, 

2. To fuppoit; to afTift. 

Parallels, or like relations, alternately relieve each other ; 
when neither will pafs afundcr, yet are they plaulible to¬ 
gether, Brown s Tulgar Err ours, 

3. To eafe pain or forrow, 

4* i o fuccour by aiTifiance. 

From thy growing ft ore. 

Now lend affiftance, and relieve the poor ; 

A pittance of thy land will fet him free. Dry den. 

5. To fet a fentinel at reft, by placing another on his puft. 

Honell foldler, who hath relieved you ? 

—Bernado has jny place, give you good night. Shakefp. 
Relieve tire centries tliat have watch'd all night. Dry den. 

6 , To right by law. 

Reljf/wer. n.f [fsom relieve,] One that relieves* 

He is the protcdlor of his weaknefs, and the reliever of his 
wants, Sjgerss Sermonr, 

RE LIE'TO. n.f [Italian,] The prominence of a figure or 
picture. 

A convex mirrour makes the objects in the middle come 
out from the Ibpetficies: the painter muft do fo in refpcdl of 
the lights and fhaduws of his figures, to give them mure re¬ 
lievo and more ftrength. Dry dais Dufejrisy. 

T o Relight, v , a. [re and light, ] To light anew. 

His powV can heal me, and relight my eye. Pope* 

RELFGION, n.f [ rdig ion, Fr, religfe. Lac.] 

1. Virtue, founded upon reverence of God, and cxpeclation 
of future rewards and puuiflimcnts. 

He that is void of fear, may foon be juft, 

And no religion binds men to be traitors. Benj, JfehnjQn. 

One fpake much of right and wrong, 

Of juftice, of religion, tiuLli and peace 
And judgment from above, Milton , 

If vve con fid tr it as directed againft God, it is a breach of 
religion ; It as to men, it is an offence againft morality* South, 
By her informed, we bell rdigic?i learn, 

Its glorious objed by her aid difeern. Blackm re. 

Religion or virtue, in a large tenle, inch ides duty to Cod 
and our neighbour; but in a proper fcnfe, virtue fignifies 
duty towards men, and religion duty to God. Watts. 

2, A lyikm of divme faith and worfliip as oppoftte to others. 

I 'he image of a brute, adorn'd 

ith gay religions, full of pomp and gold, Aliltcn. 

The chnilian religion* rightly underdood, is the d.epeft 
J choicdl piece of philofophy that is* More 

%l N ^ The 


2 . 


Till the fair flave be render'd to her fire. 

Whv feould the weeping hero now 

Vdentlck to their wifhes prove. J I 

2 . U Milnli, it perhaps fignifics unremitted; mtenfcly fixed upon 

difquietitig objeriL. ... 

Unlv in deftroymg, I find cale , „ . T „ 

To mv teludefs thoughts. Milton i Pen. LoJ. 

RELEVANT, ac/j. [French.] Relieving. L):ct. 

Relkva^tion. if [reievatio, Lat.) A raifing or hftmgup. 
Reu AKCE. n.f [from rely.] 'lrufi ; dependance; confi- 
dence • repot'c of mind. With on before the object ot trult. 

His days and times are paft. 

And mv reliance on his iracted dates , 

Has Unit my credit. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

' J 'Hat pellucid gelatinous fubftance, which he pitches upon 
with fo great reliance and pofitivenefs, is chiefly <-f animal 

conftituti>n. IVoochvmd. 

He fccured and encrcated his proipcrity, by an humoie be¬ 
haviour towards God, and a dutiful rtUanbe on iiis provi- 
1 Aiterlmry '$ Set m ons * 

They afforded a fufficient c&nvifflon of this truth, and a 
firm reliance on the promites contained in It* Rogers. 

Refignation in death, iiud relidtta on the divine mereiiy, 
give comfort to the friends of the dying. GUmjJa. 

Misfortunes often reduce us to a better reliance, than feat 
we have been uccuftomed to fix upon* LlariJJd. 

RETICK. n.j. [rdiquia, Lat. r clique* Fr,] 

3. That which remains ; that which is left after the lofsor de¬ 
cay of the reft. It is generally ufed in the plural. 

Up dreary dame of darknefs queen, 

Go gather up the reliques of thy race. 

Or t lfc go them avenge. Fairy Shttm, h, i. 

Shall we go fee the rdicks of this town* Shakefp, 

The fragments, feraps, the bits and greafy reliques 
Of her otereaten faith arc bound to Diomede. Sbakfp, 
Nor death itfelf can wholly wafe their ftaim. 

But lon^ contra£led filth cvhi in thefoui remains ; 

1'he rdhks of inveterate uce they wear. 

And fpots of fin* Dry dais Muds* 

2. It is often taken for fee body deferred by the foul. 

What needs my Shakelpeare tor his honour’d bones, 

The labour of an age in piled ftones ; 

()r that his hallow’d reliques feould be kid 

Under a llar-ypointcd pyramid. Milton. 

In peace, ye feades of our great grand fires, reft ; 

Eternal fpring, and riling flowVs adorn 

The r d'uks of each venerable urn. Dry den. 

Shall our relicks tecond birth receive ? 

Sleep we to wake, and only die to Jive ? Prior, 

f by relicks, Rowe, to this fair ferine we truft. 

And ikered place by Dryden's awful dull; 

Beneath a rude and item clefs ftone he Hes, 

J o which thy tomb fhall guide enquiring eves. P$pf* 
3 That which is kept In memory of another, with a kind of 
religious veneration* 

Cowls flutter'd into rags, then retinues leaves 
The fport of winds* Milton. 

This church is very rich m relicis ; among the reft, they 
feow a fragment of T homas & itecket, as indeed there are 
very tew treafuries of rdids in Italy, that have not a tooth or 
a bone ot this faint. Addij c n s Remarks on Italy, 

Re l3 ckl v* adv. [from relicL] In the manner of relicks. 
Thrifty wench ferapes kitchen ftuif. 

And barreling the droppings and the fnuff 
Of wafting candles, which in thirty year 
Rdidiy kept, perhaps buys wedding cheer* Donne. 

Relict* n, f [rdiele, old Fr* retifla, Lat. j A widow; a 
wiie defolatc bv the death of hei hulband*- 
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